News
1.  Government Policy and Legislation    

This is being directed by an anti-Christ spirit which is behind moves towards One World Government, including one world religion dominated by a merger of Islam and Roman Catholicism. Much of the legislation is being activated by minority groups such as Muslims, homosexuals and animal rights groups pushing forward their agenda under the banner of equal rights. These groups are not called pressure groups by chance! They are gaining a disproportionate amount of media attention, public interest and power simply because British people tend to be apathetic and the church is asleep. An example of the pressure on the Government by Muslims is: 

The Religious Hate Bill

The Labour Party depends heavily on the Muslim vote (much of this was lost through the Iraq war) and is bowing to pressure from Islamic groups to force this legislation through Parliament so that Islam will be able to gain more ground in Britain. The Bill is unnecessary as there is already adequate legal protection against racial aggravation. The Bill is a very real threat to free speech, which is one of our most cherished liberties as a democracy. More particularly it poses very real problems to Christians in proclaiming the gospel. This Bill, if passed, will probably be used to attack those who speak up for ex-Muslim converts to Christianity in Islamic countries and Christians who say that there is only one way of salvation through Jesus. It could also be used by fundamentalist and liberals within the same religion to attack one another, making it more difficult for moderate Muslims to criticise Islamic fundamentalist activity.

2.  The Ascendancy of Islam

Islam is gaining power and momentum in Britain and Europe. This will no doubt increase if Turkey joins the European Union. If this is not by infiltration of our institutions, government, and education, it will be achieved by population increase through immigration and the higher birth rate amongst Muslims. The goal of Islam is world domination. Muslims fundamentalists are not content just to be able to practise their own religion, but they want others to convert non-Muslims to submit to Islam, if necessary by force. Christianity, on the other hand, is about loving sharing the ‘good news’ of salvation by grace through Jesus alone, not by practising a religion or through good works. Christianity is about free choice whereas Islam is about submission. Christianity and Islam are therefore, by definition, diametrically opposed and there will inevitably be a tension between them. Muslims are already forcing Christians to take down signs saying ‘Jesus is the way, the truth and the life’ from outside shops or to remove their crosses as they perceive these as insulting Allah. We must stand up for the truth and our rights as Christians and say that we find this offensive to Jesus. We must go on the offensive and contend for the faith and not bow down to false gods or to be intimidated.
3.  The European Union and One World Government
The goals of the European Union, once the Common Market, have always been not merely trading agreements but political control. i.e. to create an undemocratic super state, not independent sovereign nations as most people imagined. The religious dimension has not been apparent, but the leaders were products of the Roman Catholic Social Movement with aim of unifying Europe. Its expression has however become secular, humanist and with an anti-Christian world view. It has retained a Roman governmental model of centralised infallibility. This indicates that the European Union is fulfilling bible prophecy as the restored Roman Empire!

In 1967 the British Prime Minister Harold Wilson announced that Britain would be applying for membership of the ‘Common Market’ and in1973 Edward Heath committed Britain to membership of the EEC. Removing trade barriers was meant to lead to economic unity, but policies which favoured some countries e.g. The Common Agricultural Policy favouring French farmers have caused opposition. In 1979, the European Parliament was set up in Strasbourg and the word ‘economic’ was conveniently dropped from the title ‘European Economic Union’. By 1992 twelve nations were bound to not only to economic and monetary union and a common currency. 
Gradually economic measures have given way to centralised political control. The Amsterdam Treaty of 1997 gave more powers to an unelected Commission. In 2000 the Treaty of Nice, signed by PM Tony Blair, established the EU as a sovereign federal state.  Corpus Juris replaced the longstanding British criminal code, trial by jury and Habeas Corpus. In spite of ‘no’ votes by France and Holland on the Constitution, the Commission is pressing through with most of its policies. Through the Constitution 450 million citizens of East and West have been brought together, with legal identity, single currency, flag, anthem, common justice and defence system. The citizens of the European Union have been duped. Europe is already a Sovereign State dominated by Rome!  This looks very much like a fulfilment of Daniel’s prophecy about the restored Roman Empire, opening the way for the rise of the Anti-Christ and One World Government.
4.  Britain’s Destiny

Britain’s heritage destiny is to be a Christian missionary nation. Her call is to be a ‘Father of Nations.’  This was illustrated by the Reformation, the missionary movements of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and the Empire and Commonwealth. As a nation we have experienced the favour of God throughout the centuries, not least in our deliverance from our enemies, such as in The Battle of Britain. Sadly, we have fallen from this position by allowing humanism, materialism and foreign gods to take over our land. We have broken our covenant with Israel, made in 1917 through the Balfour Declaration to establish a Jewish National Home: Palestine. Britain adopted a policy of appeasing militant Arab nations primarily to secure steady oil supplies and refused to allow hundreds of thousands of Jewish refugees and holocaust survivors entry into Israel. Many believe that Britain’s treachery incurred God’s wrath and the consequences were the loss of the Empire.
5.  Israel

We must recognise what God is doing, especially in Israel and the Middle East.  Israel acts as a barometer, showing us what is happening in the Kingdom of God and the spiritual battles going on in the heavenly realms. God has established His chosen people, the Jews, back in the Land of Israel after two thousand years of exile. The State of Israel was formed in 1948. The fierce battle that is going on over the tiny land of Israel is a battle between the powers of darkness and God’s people. There is much more at stake than the Palestinians acquiring Gaza and the West Bank. The Palestinians’ one aim is to take Jerusalem and to try to prevent Jesus from coming back to rule and reign on earth.
We know that this can never happen and that God will make Jerusalem ‘a cup that sends all the surrounding peoples reeling.’(Zechariah 12:2). Jesus is coming to stand on the Mount of Olives and ‘all Israel will be saved.’ They will mourn when they look on ‘the One they pierced.’(Zechariah 12:10). It is our job to pray for the peace of Jerusalem .(Psalm 126:6) and ‘never be silent day or night’.(Isaiah 62:6)

‘Aliyah’ or Ingathering of the Jews

‘Aliyah’ is a Hebrew word meaning ‘to go up’ or to be lifted up! It refers to the going up to the temple at the main feasts and is used in the songs of ascent, but more particularly the ingathering or the return of the Jewish people to Israel from where they have been scattered all over the world. This is a fulfilment of the prophecies of Ezekiel 36:33-36 and 39:27-28.  Since the time of the first pioneers and the founding of the State of Israel in 1948, there has been a steady trickle of immigration accelerated by the fall of the Iron Curtain. Scripture is being fulfilled right before our eyes over a million Jews have returned to Israel in the last ten years, mainly from the former Soviet Union, Eastern Europe and Ethiopia, an exodus unparalleled since the time of Moses.  Incredibly most of the Western world is unaware of this and ignorant of biblical prophecy. Large numbers of Jews are comfortable in the West, especially in the USA and are not heeding the call to return to the land.  There is an urgent need for the Jews in the West, USA and Europe to respond to the call to come out of their comfort zones of materialism, taking their wealth to support Israel as she fight her enemies. There are signs of increasing anti-Semitism, especially in Europe, but it may take further acts of terrorism to drive them home. (To find out more contact: Ebenezer)
5.  Challenge to the Church

The established Church has been deceived by liberal theology and robbed of its true authority and power by the pride of man. It has been lulled into apathy by tradition and religion and hampered by buildings and structures. The Church has been cut from its life blood, by its unwillingness to embrace Israel and its Jewish root. It has incurred God’s judgement for its immorality and self-indulgence. In spite of this, God is full of grace and mercy and has not forgotten His promises, the blood of the martyrs or the cries of the intercessors. A tide of prayer is rising, a yearning for a new intimacy in the Spirit and a desire for holiness. This will be deepened and taken to another level through persecution. A new move of the Holy Spirit is calling forth the fervency of the Early Church and a true five fold ministry, where apostolic and prophetic anointing will bring the whole body of the Church into abundant life and individuals into the true fulfilment of their callings. The whole body will be mobilised to demonstrate God’s love and power and to bring in the End Time harvest.
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